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  "A Happy Mother’s Day Wish”  – by Vincent Shilling 
 
This Mother’s Day wish - is to ALL of the Mothers out there.  
You are not forgotten. You are loved. You are appreciated.  
 

To ALL the Moms: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Mom’s of our four-legged and winged children: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Stepmoms or Significant other moms: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Two-Spirit and LGBTQ Moms: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Mom’s who wanted to have children, but could not: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Moms who have crossed over: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Mother-in-laws: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Foster Moms: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Adopting Moms: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the Moms who may not be in our lives for some reason: Happy Mother’s Day 
To all the single Father’s or Grandparents who had to step forward: Happy Mother’s Day 
To ALL the Moms out there – You are amazing, you are loved and you are appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 920 Third Avenue, Rockford, IL  61104 

Mailing address, P. O. Box 4263, Rockford, IL 61110 

815-963-4815   Fax: 815-963-4808  emmanuelchurch07@gmail.com  elcrockford.org 

Pastor Frank Langholf, phone; 309-509-5241, email; fslangholf@gmail 
 

Pastor Frank will be in the office Monday through Thursday mornings. Fridays will be 
his usual day off.  If you wish to contact him, you can call, text, or email him. 

    May 15, 9:00-Noon 
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WELCOME to ReFresh at EMMANUEL 
(Restoring Energy, Faith and Relevance to Every Soul’s Heart) 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Emmanuel Lutheran Church!  The grace of God has brought us  
together to be light and leaven in and for the world.  As a congregation, Emmanuel is  
committed to following the path of Jesus’ spirituality, serving as an oasis of healing,  
and promoting unity and understanding among religious traditions.  Our Food Pantry  
and Mission House reach out to the needs of our brothers and sisters in the Rockford  
community.  “There is a place...Emmanuel.” 
  
Welcome back to worship in Emmanuel’s beautiful sanctuary.  Everyone must still  
maintain 6 feet social distance between each person or family and you must wear a 
mask, covering your nose and mouth at all times except when taking communion.   
We still may not sing but we may enjoy the music provided to us by our very talented     
musicians.  If you have any signs of illness, we request that you worship with us through 
ZOOM or Facebook until you are well.  We all want to keep each other healthy.    
 
Welcome Visitors!  We extend a special welcome to our visitors.  Thank you for  
worshiping with us.  Emmanuel strives to live as a safe and healing community for  
all who come, regardless of economic conditions, race, sexual orientation, or Spiritual 
struggle.  All are welcome in this holy space.  We invite you to worship with us on  
Sundays for our ReFresh 10:30am Service either in person or on ZOOM.  The Recorded 
Service will also be available on Facebook after the completion of the 10:30 Service. 
 
Calvary begins meeting this Sunday at 9:00am for the traditional worship service in 
Centennial Hall. Emmanuel members and friends are welcome.  We will return to the 
joint services led by both pastors at the end of May.  Please enter by the glass doors off 
3rd Avenue near the Celebration room so that you can have your temperature taken and 
sign a waiver. Chairs have been positioned for social distancing, but masks are still  
necessary. If you have questions, please call Pastor Frank, 309-509-5241 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Presider:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
Lector:  Susan Goldberg 
Cantor:  Catherine Rennert 
Adult Music Ministry:  Tim Fenelon  
Musicians/Accompanist/Special Music: 
   Clea Arbogast, Brynn Fleming 

Ushers: Jack Ream 
Sound Consultant: Bill Houtkamp 
Sound: Nolan Olson 
Greeting Cards: Ann Downie 
Altar Guild: Gary & Jan Peterson 
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The Lord’s Prayer      

O Divine Womb, 

birthing forth the river of blessing which runs through all, 

Soften the ground of our being, 

and hallow in us a space for the planting of thy presence. 

In our depths, sow thy seed with its greening-power 

that we might be midwives to thy Reign. 

Then, let each of our actions bear fruit in accordance with thy desire. Impart to us the wisdom 

to bring forth the gifts of the earth 

and share them daily according to the needs of each being, 

And restore that which has been usurped 

by injustice to its rightful owners, 

as we restore to others that which is not our own. 

Do not let us be seduced 

by that which would divert us from our purpose 

but make us sensitive to the moment at hand. 

For from thy fertile soil is born the creativity 

the life-energy, and the dance, from birthing to birthing. Amen.  

As rendered by Mark Hathaway (www.visioncraft.org) based on the work of Neil Douglas-

Klotz. May be reproduced if this citation is included.  

 
Sending Song:  My Life Flows On In Endless Song (WOV781)  —Catherine, cantor 
 
Benediction/Sharing of Peace     
 
Emmanuel Lutheran Spiritual Journeys Book Study, Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00 am.  
Currently reading MLK’s “Where Do We Go From Here?”   
We read together and discuss. Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88225771321  
 
Emmanuel hosts NPR’s ON BEING on Zoom every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
We listen together, read along with transcript, and pause to share our thoughts.    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88058004528 
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13  
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 
    break forth, O mountains, into singing! 
For the Lord has comforted his people, 
    and will have compassion on his suffering ones. 
14  
But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, 
    my Lord has forgotten me.” 
15  
Can a woman forget her nursing child, 
    or show no compassion for the child of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 
    yet I will not forget you. 
16  
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; 
    your walls are continually before me. 
 
Presider: These are the teachings of Jewish tradition that continue to shape  
our Christian story. 
All: May we find wisdom for our living.  

Sermon:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Offering  
Presider:  We take this time now to offer our gifts and intentions. 
 
Special Music:  Ave Maria —Schubert 
   Tim Fenelon, with Clea Arbogast Accompaniment 
 
Prayers of the People   
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May 9, 2021 

Theme:  Mother’s Day 
 

Prelude: Clea Arbogast 
 
Welcome:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Meditation:  
To motherhood as properties belong natural love, wisdom and knowledge— 
and this is God.     - Julian of Norwich  
 
Our Community Declaration: 
 
Guided by Spirit’s Wisdom, Inspired by Creator’s Imagination, 
Centered in Christ's Love, and knowing that God is our Source, 
Emmanuel is a Spiritual Community that is progressive, inclusive, creative,  
and called to serve. 
 

Opening Prayer  
 

God, our creator, 
You have made us one with this earth, 
to tend it and to bring forth fruit: 
May we so respect and cherish all that has life from you, 
that we may share in the labour of all creation 
to give birth to your hidden glory, 
through Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

Proclamation of Grace: 
Presider:  The Good News is we are beloved children of God.  
We live in the promise of Christ, and NOTHING can ever separate us  
from God’s love. 
  
Gathering Song:   Mothering God, You Gave me Birth (ELW735)   

                                                                                     Catherine, cantor 
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First Reading: by Hildegard of Bingen 
 

The earth is at the same time mother, 
she is mother of all that is natural, 
mother of all that is human. 
She is the mother of all, 
for contained in her are the seeds of all. 
The earth of humankind contains all moisture, 
all verdancy, all germinating power. 
It is in so many ways fruitful. 
All creation comes from it. 
Yet it forms not only the basic raw materials 
for humankind, but also 
the substance of Incarnation. 
 
Second Reading from a sermon by Meister Eckhart 
  

For all eternity God lies on a maternity bed, 
giving birth. 
The essence of God is birthing. 
  
This birth takes place in darkness. 
And not only is the Son of the heavenly Creator born in this darkness, 
but you, too, are born there 
as a child of the same heavenly creator 
and none other. 
And the creator extends this same power to you 
out of the divine maternity bed-- 
within God, to eternally give birth. 
  
What good is it to me 
if this eternal birth of the divine Son 
takes place unceasingly 

but does not take place within myself? 

And what good is it to me if Mary is full of grace 

if I am not also full of grace?  
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What good is it to me 
for the Creator to give birth to the Son 
if I do not also give birth to him 
in my time 
and in my culture? 

 
Scripture/Meditation Song:  A Flute Selection by Bryn Fleming 

Scripture:  Isaiah 49: 8-16 
 
Thus says the Lord: 
In a time of favor I have answered you, 
    on a day of salvation I have helped you; 
I have kept you and given you 
    as a covenant to the people,[a] 
to establish the land, 
    to apportion the desolate heritages; 
9  
saying to the prisoners, “Come out,” 
    to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves.” 
They shall feed along the ways, 
    on all the bare heights[b] shall be their pasture; 
10  
they shall not hunger or thirst, 
    neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, 
for he who has pity on them will lead them, 
    and by springs of water will guide them. 
11  
And I will turn all my mountains into a road, 
    and my highways shall be raised up. 
12  
Lo, these shall come from far away, 

    and lo, these from the north and from the west, 

    and these from the land of Syene.[c] 

 

 


