
 
 
  

Date: October 25, 2020 
 
Theme:  Empowerment—responsibility to vote 
 
 
 

Prelude: YouTube Rising Appalachia—Resilient  
 
Welcome:   Pastor Frank Langholf 
  
Meditation:  There is a force within that gives you Life. Seek that!  —Rumi 
   
Our Community Declaration: 
 
Guided by Spirit’s Wisdom, Inspired by Creator’s Imagination, 
Centered in Christ's Love, and knowing that God is our Source, 
Emmanuel is a Spiritual Community that is progressive, inclusive, creative, and called to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank


 
Opening of the Heart  
In the beginning was the Word … 
It all started with an act of divine self-expression. 
and the Word was with God … 
It all comes from the center of God. 
and the Word was God. 
God is our source. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
In Christ we encounter God’s primal expression, God’s first Word. 
All things came into being through him, 
In Christ we encounter the divine, creative impulse. 
and without him not one thing came into being. 
In Christ we encounter our connection to the source. 
What has come into being in him was life, 
The energy of life is from God. 
and the life was the light of all people. 
The energy of life in us is God’s incarnate presence. 
May we live as though we know it. Amen. 
 
Proclamation of Grace: 
Presider: The Good News is we are beloved children of God. We live in the promise of  
  Christ, and NOTHING can ever separate us from God’s love. 
  
Gathering Song:    Here I Am Lord (BC115)  
 
Readings   
Light will someday split you open 
Even if your life is now a cage, 
For a divine seed, the crown of destiny, 
Is hidden and sown on an ancient, fertile plain 
You hold title to. 
Love will surely break you wide open 
Into an unfettered, blooming new galaxy, 
Even if your mind is now a spoiled mule. 
A life-giving radiance will come, 
The Friend’s gratuity will come 
O look again within yourself, 
For I know you were once the elegant host 
To all the marvels in creation. 
From a sacred crevice in your body 
A bow rises each night 
And shoots your soul into God. 
  —-Hafiz 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It 
is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, 'Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, 
talented, fabulous?' Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve 
the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. 
We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. 
It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other 
people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically 
liberates others.”  —Marianne Williamson 
 
Gospel/Meditation Song:  Let My Hands Do the Work  —David and Susan Lippert 

Gospel: Luke 4 
 
Presider: This is the witness of an early Christian community. 
All:  May we find wisdom for our living.  

Sermon: Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Offering  
Presider: We take this time now to offer our gifts and intentions. 
 
Special Music:   If I Had a Hammer     —David and Susan Lippert 
 
Prayers of the People   
  
The Lord’s Prayer:   (from the Aramaic) 
 O Divine Beloved, Your Radiant Presence shines in all the universe. 
 I will hold your Radiant Presence in my heart. 
 Create Your Reign of Shalom NOW… 
 (Use these willing hands and this passionate heart.) 
 May Your Heart’s desire become mine. 
 May they be joined as ONE. 
 Grant what we need each day in Bread and Wisdom. 
 Release us from the burden of our failures as we release those who have failed us. 
 Break the hold of our distractions and free us from the fears that hold us back… 
 and the evil so close. 
 For Yours is the Reign of Shalom, the Power, and the Song, from age to age 
        AMEN.  It is sealed in trust. 
 
Sending Song:  Pass My Love Around (BC137) 
 
Benediction/Sharing of Peace     
 
   


