
 

 

 
 
  

Date: November 22, 2020 
 
Theme:  The Reign of Christ —Welcoming the stranger 
 

Prelude: Welcoming the Stranger  
 
Welcome:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Meditation:  “You are a part of me I do not yet know”—Valarie Kaur 
 
Our Community Declaration: 
 
Guided by Spirit’s Wisdom, Inspired by Creator’s Imagination, 
Centered in Christ's Love, and knowing that God is our Source, 
Emmanuel is a Spiritual Community that is progressive, inclusive, creative, and called to serve. 
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Opening of the Heart  
 
Draw us closer—Richard Holdsworth 
God in our distant places 
Draw us closer 
  
God in family, friends, strangers and outcasts 
Draw us closer 
  
God in comfort, challenge, certainty and surprise 
Draw us closer 
  
God in appetites and satisfaction, motivation and ambition 
Draw us closer 
  
God within us at our best 
Draw us closer 
  
God within us at our worst 
Draw us closer 
  
God of food and fellowship and fun 
Draw us closer 
  
Amen 
 
Proclamation of Grace: 
Presider:  The Good News is we are beloved children of God. We live in the promise of  
      Christ, and NOTHING can ever separate us from God’s love. 
  
Gathering Song:    Here in This Place (WOV718) 
 
Readings  
“A custom existed among the first generations of Christians, when faith was a bright fire that warmed more 
than those who kept it burning. In every house then a room was kept ready for any stranger who might ask for 
shelter; it was even called “the stranger’s room.” Not because these people thought they could trace 
something of someone they loved in the stranger who used it, not because the man or woman to whom they 
gave shelter reminded them of Christ, but because—plain and simple and stupendous fact—he or she was 
Christ.” ― Dorothy Day  
 
“‘I see no stranger,’ said Guru Nanak, ‘I see no enemy.’ Guru Nanak taught that all of us could see the world in 
this way. There is a voice inside each of us called haumai, the I that names itself as separate from You. It 
resides in the bowl that holds our individual consciousness. But separateness is an illusion. When we quiet the 
chatter in our heads through music or meditation or recitation or song, the boundaries begin to disappear. The 
bowl breaks. For a moment, we taste the truth, sweet as nectar—we are part of one another. Joy rushes in. 
Long after the moment passes, we can choose to remember the truth of our inter-connectedness, that we 
belong to one another. We can choose to ‘see no stranger.’”— Valarie Kaur. 



 

 

 
Gospel/Meditation Song:  You Are the Face of God  —Karen Drucker 

Gospel: Matthew 25:35-40 
35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me. ’37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you? ’40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
 
Presider: This is the witness of an early Christian community. 
All:  May we find wisdom for our living.  

Sermon:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Offering  
Presider:  We take this time now to offer our gifts and intentions. 
 
Special Music:   Brynn Flemming 
 
Prayers of the People   
  
The Lord’s Prayer —Emerging Church movement 
O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere! 
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 
Imagine your possibilities now. 
Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment’s bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of failure binding us, 
as we release the strands we hold of others’ faults. 
Help us not forget our Source, 
Yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song 
from gathering to gathering. 
Amen 
May our future actions grow from here!    
  
Sending Song:  We Are Called 
 
Benediction/Sharing of Peace     
 
Postlude     


