
  
Date: June 28, 2020 
 
Theme: Pride Sunday 
 
Meditation: “When a rainbow spreads across the sky it is reminding the world that beauty  
                           comes in all colors.” ― Matshona Dhliwayo 
 
Prelude:  https://youtu.be/V1bFr2SWP1I. IZ on Ukulele Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
 
 
Welcome:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
    
Our Community Declaration: 
 
Guided by Spirit’s Wisdom, Inspired by Creator’s Imagination, 
Centered in Christ's Love, and knowing that God is our Source, 
Emmanuel is a Spiritual Community that is progressive, inclusive, creative, and called to serve. 

 
Confession   
 
Our hearts are broken. We don’t know how to love properly. Our trust is broken. We cannot earn it faithfully 
or give it freely. 
Our community is broken. We cannot love our neighbor as ourselves. 
We confess that we are both the victims and the perpetrators of our brokenness. 
We implore you, dear God: 
Break the cycle of brokenness. 
Provide the grace and trust that we cannot provide. 
Open our eyes to our neighbors who are near to us, and those who are far away. 
Heal our hearts. 
Restore our trust. 
Build our human community. 
ABSOLUTION 
God created you, knows you intimately, and calls you “Good.” As a minister of Christ, I proclaim that God 
loves you and forgives all your sins. 
But this absolution is not just for you. We live as forgiven in cycles of oppression. As forgiven Children of 
God, created in God’s image, our forgiveness creates our ability to fight the unjust system we find ourselves 
in. 
Go forth as created, known, and loved people, forgiven to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim God’s favor. 
 
  
Gathering Song:    All Are Welcome (ELW641) 
 
 
 
 
 



First Reading:       Twilight People 
                                                                           Rabbi Reuben Zellman 
As the sun sinks and the colors of the day turn, we offer a blessing for the twilight, for twilight is neither day 
nor night, but in-between. We are all twilight people. We can never be fully labeled or defined. We are many 

identities and loves, many genders and none. We are in between roles, at the intersection of histories, or 
between place and place. We are crisscrossed paths of memory and destination, streaks of light and swirled 

together.  
We are neither day nor night. We are both, neither, and all. 

May the sacred in-between of this evening suspend our certainties, soften our judgments, and widen our 
vision. May this in-between light illuminate our way to the God who transcends all categories and definitions. 
May the in-between people who have come to pray be lifted up into this twilight. We cannot always define; 

we can always say a blessing.  
Blessed are You, God of all, who brings on the twilight.  

 
 
Second Reading: 
 
An ancient tradition states that reality was created as a great net, with jewels at each intersection of the 
threads. Every jewel is reflected in every other, and they are all connected by the infinite, intricate web.  
The jewels are sacred and so is the net that connects them. And so, I pray: 
 
Dear God, you are the between-spaces of our lives. Where one hand reaches to touch another, you are 
there. Where eyes meet across the crowd and confusion and find understanding, you are there. Where the 
spark leaps from one mind to ignite another, that is you. Wherever we connect, you are the connection. 
Each of us is a jewel in the net, shining like dew in a spider’s web. Praise to you, the web that connects us one 
to another! 
When we are in the in-between, on our way from the intolerable to the unknown– 
When we defy the categories that small minds invent and dare to imagine something beyond– 
When we seek others, who are on a journey, on a threshold, on the margins, in any of the shimmering inter-
sections of our lives– 
When we listen to the possibilities whispered within and step into mystery, with trust, with fear, with trem-
bling– 
may we find peace, for we dwell in your sacred place. 
 
Meditation Music Song:  Tom Mac —instrumental 
 
Scripture:  Romans 8: 26-39 
Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spir-
it intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
 
 
 



 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love 
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
Or Matthew 10:40 "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. 
 
10:41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 
 
10:42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple -- truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward." 
 
Presider: This is the witness of an early Christian community. 
All:  May we find wisdom for our living.  

Sermon:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Offering  
Presider: We take this time now to offer our gifts and intentions. 
 
  
Special Music:  True Colors / Imagine 
 
Blessing of the Gifts 
 
Prayers of the People   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer          
Our mother and Father,  
in whom we move and breathe and have our being, 
The hallowing of your name shines forth in the diversity of your children. 
May your peace and love, justice and equality, 
inclusion and belonging reign here on earth as in heaven. 
Grant that we might all have our daily needs met—and that we all find a loving community to belong to and 
call our own.  
Forgive us for the ways that we have fallen short and failed your children. Forgive us for the times we turned 
away, or did not care; for the times we laughed or judged unique expressions of your image; for the times we 
have misspoken, asked too much, or failed to hear, 
As we forgive those who might have failed us.  
Lead us away from the temptation to be complacent in the face of injustice. But instead give us courage to 
stand up and stand with your beloved children. For your love and justice is to be made manifest now and for-
ever. Amen.        
  
Sending Song:  We Would Be One (UU318)—Finlandia 
 
 
We would be one as now we join in singing 
our hymn of love, to pledge ourselves anew 
to that high cause of greater understanding 
of who we are, and what in us is true. 
We would be one in living for each other 
to show to all a new community. 
 
We would be one in building for tomorrow 
a nobler world than we have known today. 
We would be one in searching for that meaning 
which bends our hearts and points us on our way. 
As one, we pledge ourselves to greater service, 
with love and justice, strive to make us free. 
 
Benediction/Sharing of Peace     


