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Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 920 Third Avenue, Rockford, IL  61104 

815-963-4815   Fax: 815-963-4808  emmanuelchurch07@gmail.com  elcrockford.org 

Pastor Frank Langholf, 309-509-5241,       pastorlandholf@hotmail.com 

 

Xander Olson’s Baptism 

Our newest Emmanuel member, Xander Olson, will be baptized  

February 9, 2020 at the 10:30 service.  Xander’s parents are Jenny and Nolan Olson. 

  Please come to welcome Xander to our Emmanuel family. 

Volunteers needed for Sunday Hospitality 

Please sign up to set up the Coffee and Doughnuts before the 9:00 Service, keep the 

coffee and doughnuts flowing during the fellowship times, and to clean up after the 

10:30 service fellowship has ended.  Our fellowship time is important.  Thank you.   

American Melodies at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Michael Day, an extraordinary tenor, will be performing at Our Savior’s this 

evening, January  26 at 7:00pm,                                                                                  

with Matthew Recio on piano and Erica Figurin. 

The 2020 CRE will be Saturday, March 14  

The CRE will be held again at Kishwaukee Community College in Malta.  

Keynote speaker: ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  

In addition to workshops from the keynote speaker and NIS Bishop Jeffrey Clem-

ents, other workshops feature topics including: Congregational Leadership, Evan-

gelism/Outreach/Hospitality, Faith Formation & Growth, Social Justice,               

Spirituality/Wellness, Stewardship, Worship, and other topics  
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ReFresh Worship 
Restoring Energy, Faith, & Relevance 

to Every Soul’s Heart 
 

January 26, 2020 
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2019 Congregational Meeting 

**Emmanuel’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will 
be TODAY, January 26, 2020, in the Sanctuary  

immediately after the 10:30 service.   
Please attend, we need your input and your vote!** 

Sound Tech: Dan Vorsanger  
Greeting Cards: Ann Downie 
Ushers:  Dena Rasmussen  

 

WELCOME to ReFresh at EMMANUEL 
(Restoring Energy, Faith and Relevance to Every Soul’s Heart) 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Emmanuel Lutheran Church!  The grace of God has brought us  
together to be light and leaven in and for the world.  As a congregation, Emmanuel is  
committed to following the path of Jesus’ spirituality, serving as an oasis of healing,  
and promoting unity and understanding among religious traditions.  Our Food Pantry  
and Mission House reach out to the needs of our siblings in Christ in the Rockford  
community.  “There is a place...Emmanuel.” 
 

Welcome Visitors!  We extend a special welcome to our visitors.  Thank you for  
worshiping with us.  Emmanuel strives to live as a safe and healing community for  
all who come, regardless of economic conditions, race, sexual orientation, or Spiritual 
struggle.  All are welcome in this holy space.  We invite you to worship with us on  
Sundays at the 9:00am Traditional Lutheran Service or our ReFresh 10:30am Service. 
   

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 
Presider:  Pastor Frank Langholf 
Lector: Caryl Barnes  
Musician:  Clea Arbogast 
Altar Guild:  Phyllis Weir & Paula Fitzpatrick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

2019 Congregational Meeting 

**Emmanuel’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be      

TODAY, January 26, 2020, in the Sanctuary at 11:15                   

following the 10:30 service.                                                                 

Please attend, we need your input and your vote** 
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Sharing of Peace     
 
Postlude:  You Dwell Among Us;  Clea Arbogast 

 
Following the service, everyone is invited to the Celebration Room  

for fellowship and refreshments.   

 
Schedule for the Week of January 26, 2020  

 
 
Sunday, Jan.26:  
9:00 am Combined Traditional Worship 
10:30am ReFresh Worship 
11:30 Annual Congregational Meeting 
Monday, Jan. 27: 
9:30am Food Pantry 
4:00pm Liturgy Planning 
6:00pm Yoga 
Tuesday, Jan. 28:   
9:30am Mosaic 
9:30am Spiritual Journeys 
 
        

 
Welcome Pastor Frank Langholf 

Pastor Frank’s installation will be Saturday,                                                                                             
February 8th at 2:00pm,                                                                                                      

in Emmanuel’s Sanctuary.                                                                                                                 
A reception will follow. 

 
 

Noon Bible Study 

Our Wednesday-noon-Bible study has begun but, don’t let that stop you 

from coming.  Bring your lunch and join in the discussion. 

  
 
 

Wednesday, Jan 29:   
5:30pm Midtown Parish Meeting 
7:15pm Emmanuel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, Jan. 30:  
Friday, Jan. 31:   
9:30am Food Pantry 
Saturday, Feb. 1:  
Sunday, Feb 2: 
9:00am Traditional Worship 
10:30am ReFresh Worship 
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Sending Hymn:                               We Are Called (ELW720) 

Blessing: 
May the Holy Parent ignite the fires of advocacy in your heart 
May the Spirit place the scroll of knowledge on your tongue in tough conversations 
May the Son walk with you as you march with your queer siblings. AMEN. 
Go out into the world and shout from the rooftops that All means ALL!!! 
Thanks be to God 
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January 26, 2020  
Theme:  (RIC) What it means to be Reconciled in Christ 

 
Meditation : “The river that flows in you also flows in me.” —Kabir 
Prelude: We Celebrate; Clea Arbogast 
 
Welcome:                 Pastor Frank Langholf 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
 
Our Community Declaration: 
Guided by Spirit’s Wisdom, Inspired by Creator’s Imagination, 
Centered in Christ's Love, and knowing that God is our Source, 
Emmanuel is a Spiritual Community that is progressive, inclusive, creative, and called to serve. 
  
Litany of Praise and Confession:  Claralice Wolf 
Come to us, God of peace.  Come with your healing and your reconciling power. 
Come, that  fear may be cast out by love; that  weapons may be replaced by trust; 
that violence may give way to gentleness.  Come to us, God of peace. 
  
Come to us, God of justice.  Come with your righteous judgments and your mercy. 
Come,  that we may hear the cries of the oppressed in every land; 
that we may see the suffering of the poor in our own land; 
that we may return to the way of righteousness and compassion.  Come to us, God of justice. 
  
Come to us, God of love.  Come  with your extravagant kindness and your goodness. 
Come, that we may see you in the people of every race and culture; 
that we may embrace you in the lonely, the bereaved, and the rejected; 
that we may be an accepting and a caring church.  Come to us, God of love. 
  
Come to us, God of unity.  Come with your forgiveness and your healing grace. 
Come, that we may witness to reconciliation for a divided world; 
that we may gather around Christ’s table as one people; 
that we may affirm one church, one faith, one Lord.  Come to us, God  of unity. 
 
Come to us, God of hope.  Come to us with your promises; come in your mysterious presence. 
Come,  that we may marvel at your  faithfulness in past  generations; 
that we may celebrate the new things you are doing among us today; 
that we may be your pilgrim people on our journey to your kingdom. Come to us, God of hope. 
  

Come to us, O God, as we gather together and pray.  In Jesus’ name,  Amen. 



 4 

 

Proclamation of Grace: 
Presider: The Good News is we are beloved children of God. We live in the promise of  
  Christ, and NOTHING can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Gathering Song:                             All Are Welcome (ELW641) 
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Prayer Song and Response: Christ Our Peace  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayers of the People   
 
  
The Lord’s Prayer —Emerging Church movement 
O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere! 
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 
Imagine your possibilities now. 
Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment’s bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of failure binding us, 
as we release the strands we hold of others’ faults. 
Help us not forget our Source, 
Yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song 
from gathering to gathering. 
Amen 
May our future actions grow from here! 
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Congregation:                  We Are an Offering (ELW692) 
 
 

          
 Gather around the Christ Candle  
Presider:  Please stand and gather around the Christ Candle as we sing and offer               

our prayers.    
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(Please be seated) 
 
Children’s Reading 
 
First Reading: Galatians 3: 23-29 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
 revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be  
justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,  
for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized 
 into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no  
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ  
Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 
 promise. 
 
Second Reading:   
Our job is to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are worthy. That is 
not our business and, in fact, it is nobody's business. What we are asked to do is to love, and 
this love itself will render both ourselves and our neighbors worthy.”  

― Thomas Merton 
Third reading:  
“Seeking the face of God in everything, everyone, all the time, and his hand in every  
happening; This is what it means to be contemplative in the heart of the world. Seeing and 
adoring the presence of Jesus, especially in the lowly appearance of bread, and in the  
distressing disguise of the poor.”  

—Mother Teresa 
 

Quiet Meditation:  Just breathe as you open your hearts to the Divine 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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Gospel Song:            Christ Be Our Light (ELW715) Verses 1, 2, 5 
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Gospel:  Luke 4: 14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country.  He began to teach in their synagogues 
and was praised by everyone.  When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to  
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him.  Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your  
hearing.” 
 
Presider: The Gospel of the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God  
(Please be seated) 
 
Sermon: Pastor Frank Langholf 
 
Offering: 
Presider: We take this time now to offer our gifts and intentions. 
 
Special Music:   Your Perfect Light;  Clea Arbogast 
 
Blessing of the Gifts:   
 
(please stand as you are able) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


